QUEEN ELIZABETH
The interest of Queen Elizabeth to the
historian is mainly biographical; but it has also
the interest of a myth.
The interest is mainly biographical because
she was of very little effect upon the history of
her time. We do not find any great political
events produced by her will or her intelligence
and there is nothing important in the Europe of
her time or the England of her time of which we
can say, " This was done by Elizabeth."
But the woman herself is so interesting, not
only as a pathological case but as an example of
suffering and intelligence combined, of a warped
temperament and all that goes with it, that,
biographically, she is a first-rate subject and one
which, it may be added, has never been properly
dealt with. There is no one well-known book
which gives an even approximately true picture
of Elizabeth; at least, none in the English
language.
The reason of this is due to the presence of
that other interest in her character, the myth.
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